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FALL 2021
State extends University of Rochester's
partnership with East High
On November 15, the New York State Education Department
approved a three-year renewal of the partnership between the
University of Rochester and East High School, extending the
unique university-school partnership through 2025. The extension
allows the Educational Partnership Organization, managed through the University’s Warner School of
Education, to continue and build on the successes that have dramatically transformed the school’s
culture and educational outcomes for East’s scholars.

Broadening education beyond the four walls of
the classroom
After graduating from Warner, Cara Rager '09W (MS) became the
education training coordinator at WXXI Public Media in Rochester,
where she continues to work today. Over the years her role there
has grown. Rager shares all that she can be a part of as an
educator outside of the traditional classroom.

School counseling expert offers tips for
supporting students as COVID-19 lingers
Bonnie Rubenstein, professor and chair of counseling who
previously served as director of counseling for the Rochester City
School District, shares advice for educators to help support
students as they strive to adapt to a full return to in-person
learning throughout the course of the school year.

Warner School alumni named principals of
Providence public schools
Two alumni of the Warner School have assumed leadership
positions at the Providence Public School District, which serves
nearly 24,000 students in its 41 schools in Rhode Island. Matthew
Juda ‘10W (EdD) is the new principal of E-Cubed Academy while
Francisco Velasquez ‘03W (MS) was appointed principal of Hope
High School.

Sasha Eloi-Evans named deputy chief diversity
officer
Alumna Sasha Eloi-Evans ’05, ’17W (EdD) was named deputy
chief diversity officer for the University of Rochester. She works
closely with senior leadership, administration, academic deans,
faculty, students, and staff to ensure that equity and inclusion are
embraced across the university, enterprise wide. EloiEvans began her new role on October 1.

Kudos

On October 2, the University of Rochester celebrated the Class of 2020 in a Commencement
ceremony for those who did not have a graduation event due to the pandemic. “Yours is the
generation that is going to save the planet,” actor and activist Geena Davis told graduates of the
Class of 2020. “Thank you in advance for all the good work you will do, you ferocious warriors."
View Commencement coverage.

Sarah Peyre, interim provost and Warner School dean, and Warner alumnus James Sunser
‘10W (EdD), president of Genesee Community College, made the Rochester Business
Journal’s Power 30 Higher Education list. The people on this list have helped Rochester’s higher
education institutions reimagine themselves rapidly to keep students, faculty and staff safe. They
have pushed innovation forward to deal with the challenges of COVID-19. They have kept up with
ever-changing protocols, requirements and recommendations and have led the way through a period
of tremendous uncertainty. View Peyre's profile and Sunser's profile.

Videos

REAL CONVERSATION: Critical Race Theory: How a Legal Framework
Became a Political Flashpoint
Critical Race Theory (CRT) is making headlines and turning school board meetings and tenure
discussions into battlefields. The panelists, including Joanne Larson, the Michael W. Scandling
Professor of Education and associate director of research at the Center for Urban Education
Success; and Warner doctoral candidates Tokeya C. Graham '06 (MA) and Anthony PlonczynskiFigueroa '06, '08W (MS), among others, work with CRT across various disciplines. Hear how their
professional work intersects with CRT, how the teaching of CRT can help dismantle systems of
oppression and how the Rochester community can move forward.

Faculty profile: Professor honors how students engage in online spaces
Jayne Lammers, associate professor and associate director of the Center for Learning in the Digital
Age, says that she used to have to convince people to pay attention to her. After having lived through
18 months of staying at home and learning online during the pandemic, people are more willing to
pay attention to this research and to think more critically about how educators can leverage
technology to support students’ learning to give them a place to have voice, to watch what they are
creating and to help them be critical consumers and producers of online content.

Scholarship
How to Prepare Leaders for a Crisis
Andrea Cutt, assistant professor in K-12 leadership; Dave Miller,
Raffaella Borasi and Zenon Borys, of the Center for Learning in
the Digital Age
Warner faculty members Cutt, Miller, Borasi and Borys published
an article, “How to prepare leaders for a crisis,” in the October
issue of The Learning Professional, the flagship publication of
Learning Forward. They interviewed over 50 school leaders
during the 2020-21 year to better understand their experiences
during the pandemic. The school leaders’ insights during COVID19 suggest ways to strengthen leadership preparation and
support.

Traversing the Shadow Space: Experiences of
Spatiality After College Student Trauma
Tricia Shalka, assistant professor in higher education
A Fall 2021 issue of The Review of Higher Education features an
article, "Traversing the Shadow Space: Experiences of Spatiality
After College Student Trauma,” written by Shalka. Findings from her
study unearthed how individual traumatic experiences traveled
through campus environments and what this meant for survivors’
lived experiences as college students.

Shining a Light on the Challenging Behaviors
of Adolescents with Comorbid Diagnoses
Zhichun Zhou '18W (PhD), David McAdam, associate professor;
Kathryn Doughit, professor; Deborah Napolitano
A manuscript version of Zhou's dissertation, titled "Shining a Light
on the Challenging Behaviors of Adolescents with Comorbid
Diagnoses: Use of Pictorial Concurrent Operant Preference
Assessment," published in the August 2021 issue of Children.
Zhou is an assistant professor and director of their applied
behavior analysis program at Webster University.
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